#7 — PUBLIC DOMAIN

ESDC Intellectual Property (IP) Job Aid Series

Many materials exist that were either never protected by copyright or the
copyright has expired. These are considered to be in the Public Domain and
can be used without permission or fees.

Public Domain includes the following situations:

In Canada, this is at least 50 years after

Copyright has expired the death of the author.

Owner has donated material Ensure this is clearly indicated on the
to the public domain source website or document.

https://commons.wikimedi
a.org/wiki/File:Puzzly taking
a photo of the Mona Lis
a.svg  Author: Wikimedia
Foundation CCBY-SA3.0

The material was never eligible
for copyright protection

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Most images and articles found on the Internet are not in the public domain!
Yes, they may be publicly available — but that is not the same thing....

This includes data, facts and ideas.

Public domain images can be found by performing an internet search. Some search engines,
like Bing, allow you to filter by Public Domain status. If the Public Domain status of an image
cannot be verified, or there are concerns, contact the IPCOE or replace with a different image.
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All
All Creative Commons
Public domain
Free to share and use
Free to share and use commercially
Free to modify, share, and use

Free to modify, share, and use commercially

Materials can be in the public domain but still be protected by other laws including privacy,
moral(reputational), publicity (celebrity), or other rights. In these cases, permission must be obtained

before using the material.
[See: Job Aids #8 — Moral Rights and #11 — Additional Rights]

Materials may be updated, modern versions of the original. While the original remains in the public
domain, the new version gives copyrights to the owner/author. Watch for things such as a modern
interpretation of an old play or a new book based on an older book.

Last but not least: Always give credit where it is due!

mage Source:
Wikipedia Commons

If using materials in the public domain, keep a record of: Mikipedia Con

e the source location or URL;
e acomplete copy/screenshot of the material/image
e proof of its public domain status.

If permission from other Rights Holders is required, contact them or the copyright owner.

Save all records in a Shared Repository where they can be found later, are accessible
to multiple employees and will be kept indefinitely.

Questions? Refer to the IPCOE Website or contact the IPCOE by email.
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